
 

Thousands of elementary and 
secondary students visited the 
Conservancy for more than 100 
hands-on field trips, where they turned 
over logs looking for soil decomposers, 
waded into streams searching for 
wriggling bits of life and designed 
carbon-friendly communities. 
The wonder of nature provides 
ample learning opportunities 
 for all ages. 

More than 3,000 families joined us 
for 40+ public programs, from forest 
bathing tea ceremonies to a young 
birders hike to a riveting evening of 
story and movement by the Piscataway 
Nation Singers and Dancers. 

Our programs offer many 
paths to nature.

2024 HIGHLIGHTS

Nature hit the road (in our 
Conservancy EV) to bring our rescue 
animal ambassadors to schools, 
libraries and community sites. In July, 
screech owl Monty joined our flock of 
outreach ambassadors, charming field 
trip students, community audiences 
and visitors from near and far.
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This year we looked up to see the northern 

lights, down to see fox prints on our trails, 

under logs to find spotted salamanders and 

out to see the morning meadow fog. 

With your support, we helped 40,000 
people find the everyday wonder in 
nature and become better stewards  
of  our planet. 
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"It's great seeing kids excited about 
what they find in nature and helping 
them understand humans' impact on 
the world around them."

Crystal Konny, field trip volunteer



Student and adult programs 
addressed urgent climate issues. 
The Youth Climate Institute (YCI) 
welcomed 35 chapters across 
the country, a climate stewards 
program for volunteers took off 
and our Climate kNOWledge 
program now reaches every  
sixth-grader in Howard County.

Your support keeps  our 
grounds free and open to the 
public and  our programs 
growing. In 2025, our 35th 
anniversary year, look for special 
events to commemorate our past 
as we look toward the future. 

On  our 232 acres of trails, 
fields and forest, 
83 species of bees, 69 species 
of butterflies and more 
than 200 species of birds 
have been spotted. Visitors 
were delighted to see beavers 
and otters swimming in the 
Davis Branch Stream.

www.howardnature.org 
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“The beauty of the Conservancy–watching the flight
of a beautiful ballerina yellow-billed cuckoo or the 
graceful flight of a red-shouldered hawk - it's just 
a wonderful place to be”  

Mike Kerwin, birder
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Otter in the Davis Branch Stream

YCI ambassadors with Maryland’s first lady


