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ABOUT 
THE PROGRAM
For 11 years, the Watershed 
Report Card program has been 
providing a Meaningful Watershed 
Educational Experience (MWEE) 
for the Howard County Public 
School System (HCPSS). Students 
have collected and analyzed data 
about their schoolyard and local 
stream and use this information 
to participate in environmental 
advocacy. This year, more than 
5,000 Biology and Biology GIT 
students participated in the 
program. The Watershed Report 
Card provides an authentic science 
experience leading to real oppor-
tunities to create change in their 
watershed and their community. 

STUDENT SCIENTISTS 
COLLECT DATA ON THE 
FOLLOWING:

Macroinvertebrates

Water
Quality

Physical
Features

2025
STREAM GRADE: B
STREAMS
At all stream sites, 
students observed:
• Sensitive 
	 macroinvertebrates

• Streambank erosion 

• Natural Stream Buffers
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Patapsco at Orange Grove

Biological	 Fair 

Chemical	 Fair

Physical	 Fair

Overall Grade	 B

Middle Patuxent River at Southwind Circle (MPEA) 

Biological	 Moderate 

Chemical	 Fair

Physical	 Fair

Overall Grade	 B‒

Middle Patuxent River at Robinson Nature Center

Biological	 Fair

Chemical	 Good

Physical	 Fair

Overall Grade	 B+

Actions students would like 
to take at the stream site:
• Remove invasive species and 
	 plant native species
• Reduce erosion by planting 
	 vegetation/installing rocks
• Create and install signage to educate 
	 the public about runoff and the 
	 importance of “slowing the flow”

Actions students would like 
to implement at their schools:
•	Plant native plants
•	Educate community about 
	 fertilizer use
•	Increase permeable surfaces
•	Install rain gardens and no-mow zones 
	 to improve runoff and sedimentation

STUDENT ACTION PROJECTS


