
Come to the Conservancy!
Howard County Conservancy 
Elementary Field Trip Programs 
2026-2027 School Year

Field trip programs align with HCPSS curriculum and
are designed to help learners of all ages connect to the

natural world. These half day programs at our
Woodstock location include hands-on activities and

guided nature walks.

Our Programs

Wild Exploration

Owl Observations

Science of Soil

Habitats and Homes

BioBlitz

Be a scientist and meet our resident Terrapin!
Students will focus on collecting observations and discover ways
that plants, animals and humans share resources.

Meet the Conservancy’s owls, Monty (Screech Owl) or Ranger
(Barred Owl) where students will learn about owls’ unique
features and adaptations. They will search our meadows and
forests for signs of animals and their homes.

Explore our soil pit and learn about soil layers and how
landscapes change overtime. Students will also explore different
elements of habitats and what animals need to survive. 

Meet our resident Terrapin and discuss how they have adapted
to living in the Chesapeake Bay. Students will also explore various
habitats and discover the wildlife on our grounds. 

Questions

howardnature.org/elementary-trips

or Schedule a Program
education@howardnature.org

410-465-8877

-1st Grade

A partner with HCPSS
since 2003, the
Conservancy reaches
more than 20,000
children each year
through educational
programs. All programs
align with science
curriculum and
Environmental Literacy
Standards.

3rd

-Grade 5

-Pre-K and Kindergarten

-2nd Grade

-3rd Grade

Making an Impression
Explore the current and prehistoric landscapes of Maryland and
learn about what fossils can be found across the state. Students
will also study topography maps and discover the power of
erosion. 

-4th Grade

Delve deeper into understanding food webs by exploring two
key aspects- apex predators and decomposers. Students will
also explore our grounds to discover the different types of flora
and fauna of Howard County

Field trips are $10/student with no charge for
teachers and chaperones. 
Groups of 35 or fewer, please contact the
Conservancy for prices. 

Fees and Booking
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Come to the Conservancy!
Howard County Conservancy 
Field Trip Programs
Wild Exploration

 Hike around the farm to discover
animal pelts, skulls, tracks, nests
and other evidence of wildlife.
Meet our resident terrapin,
discover ways that plants, animals
and humans share resources and
discover how students can help
protect the habitats of the
animals they meet. 
Program aligns with GK.Q1 Scientists and
Engineers & GK.Q4 Relationships in the
Ecosystem and selected NGSS standards:
K-PS3-1, K-LS1-1, K-ESS2-2, K-ESS3-3

Science of Soil

Students get their hands dirty as
they explore the changing landscape
and the organisms that call it home.
They will conduct soil experiments,
evaluate ways to prevent erosion,
and draw connections between
plants, animals and the soil that
supports them. 

Making an Impression

Students will discover and observe the
landscapes and features of Howard
County-both current and prehistoric.
Students will study topography maps,
and fossils to get a dimensional view of
Maryland-both then and now. 
Program aligns with G4.Q3. Earth’s Systems:
Shaping the Earth: 4-ESS1-1, 4-ESS3-1, 4-ESS2-2

Owl Observations

Students will meet our resident owl
and learn about survival from egg
to adult. They will search our meadows
and forests for signs of animals and
their homes and discover how the
external features of an animal help it
survive in the wild. 

Program aligns with G1.Q1. Plant and Animal:
Structure and Function and selected NGSS
standards: 1-LS1-2, 1-LS3-1

Fees and Booking
Field trips are $10/student with no charge for
teachers and chaperones. 
Groups of 35 or fewer, please contact the
Conservancy for prices. 

Questions or Schedule a Program
educatjon@howardnature.org
howardnature.org/elementary-trips
(410) 465-8877

Habitats and Homes

Hike through our meadows to the
stream to track native animals.
Students will meet our resident
animals and compare adaptations.
They will discuss the functions of a
habitat and map habitats along the
trail, discoveries critters, pollinators,
and more along the way.
Program aligns with G3.Q1 Inheritance and
Variation of Traits & G3.Q4 Interdependent
Relationships in Ecosystems and selected
NGSS standards: 3-LS3-2, 3-LS4-2, 3-LS4-3

Pre-K and Kindergarten
First Grade

Second Grade

Program aligns with G2.Q2 Earth’s Features,
G2.Q3 Earth’s Changing Landscape, G2.Q4
Relationships Within Habitats and selected
NGSS standards: 2-PS1-1, 2-ESS1-1, 2-ESS2-2,
2-LS4-1

Third Grade

The Science of Soil trip can be modified to
better fit Q2, Q3, or Q4. Contact our education
team for more details

Fourth Grade

BioBlitz

Students will investigate our habitats as
they search for species that call Howard
County home. They will practice
observational skills and use scientific
methods to identify their finds. They will
also meet our resident apex predators
and construct a food web of our
complex ecosystem. 
Program aligns with G5.Q4 Matter and Energy and
selected NGSS standards: 5-LS2-1

Fifth Grade
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