
Parents’ Guide to School’s Out  
Howard County Conservancy  

Welcome to School’s Out! We’re excited to share our land, animals, activities, and love 
of nature with you. Please read through the Parents’ Guide, check out our Policies and 
Procedures, and look for what registration options are open!  

The Conservancy’s School’s Out programs are located at our Mt. Pleasant location. The 
address is 10520 Old Frederick Rd, Woodstock, MD 21163. School’s Out programs are held 
outdoors and in the Gudelsky Environmental Education Center’s nature classroom 
(downstairs entrance).  

If you need to contact camp staff during School’s Out, please call at 410-465-8877. 

What’s in a School’s Out Day?  

The mission of our School’s Out programs is to connect campers ages 6-11 with nature. 
School’s Out programming differs day to day, and season to season, but campers can expect 
to hike, explore, play games, craft, and learn about the natural world we live in.  

Sample Daily Schedule  
Time  Activity 

8:45-9:00  Drop Off 

9:00-9:50  Opening Activities. Introduction to Daily Theme, Icebreakers, and Games 

9:50-10:00  Snack 

10:00-11:45  Interpretive hike down to the stream. Lesson on aquatic habitats. 
Search for crayfish and bugs. Hike back around the meadow side and 
bird watch. 

11:45-12:30  Washing Up and Eating Lunch 

12:30-1:00  Free Play 

1:00-1:45  Short hike and lesson on forest habitats 

1:45-2:30  

2:30-3:00  

3:00-3:30  

Craft  

Nature themed movement games  

Closing Activities, Pack Up, Clean Up 

 



 
3:30-3:45 Pick Up  

* Activities and schedule are weather dependent. On days with snow or rain, more programming may be inside. 

 
Rules at School’s Out  
Our camp rules require respect for oneself, each other, and the environment. Out of respect 
for our natural areas, we follow Leave No Trace ethics which includes not climbing in trees, 
removing wild animals or destroying habitats. Campers will help us preserve our historic 
land and buildings by not defacing or destroying Conservancy property.  

Behavior/ Camper Code of Conduct  
Programs at the Howard County Conservancy are safe places for all campers. At camp, we 
follow our 5 Rules that inform all of our actions. Please read these guidelines with your 
camper to help them fully understand the expectations and how to behave appropriately at 
School’s Out programs.  

1. Be Safe  
- Respect the health and safety of other campers, staff, and the public. Understand 

that fighting, pushing, kicking, hitting, and bullying are not acceptable and will not 
be tolerated.  

- Cooperate with staff instructions.  
- Work out disagreements with other campers and staff in a non-violent manner. Ask 

for help.  
2. Be Kind  

- Communicate appropriately. Inappropriate language or gestures are not to be used. - 
Listen to others when they try to communicate with you.  

3. Be Respectful  
- Show respect to other campers and staff, and treat them with courtesy. - 
Respect the property of others.  
- Use program equipment, natural areas, and facilities properly.  

4. Be Responsible  
- Know and follow behavior guidelines and camp rules.  
- Take responsibility for your own actions, and work towards solutions with others. 

5. Have Fun  
- Don’t knock it till you try it. Try everything at least once!  
- Don’t yuck someone else’s yum. Let everyone enjoy what they like, even if it’s not 

your favorite.  

Our programs are a special place where we prioritize all campers' right to physical and 
emotional safety. All campers deserve to try new things, make new friends, explore and 
have fun in a safe environment. Conservancy staff will work with campers individually to 



resolve minor behavior issues. If more significant behavioral issues arise, Conservancy 
staff may dismiss campers from School’s Out programs for the day, or if continuing, from 
our programs at large. The Conservancy reserves the right to dismiss a camper who 
exhibits unsafe behavior or endangers other campers. No refunds are provided if a 
camper is dismissed due to behavioral problems. 

 

Be Prepared!  

What to Wear:  
- Comfortable, weather appropriate clothing that can get dirty and wet - 
Sneakers or boots and socks - open toed shoes and flip flops are NOT allowed - 
Sunscreen  
- Hat or bandana to keep ticks and sun off head  

What to Bring:  
- Extra set of clothing  
- Water shoes, sport sandals or crocs with ankle straps (for days above 70 degrees) - 
Rain or snow gear if the weather calls for it  
- Sunscreen – we will remind campers to reapply after lunch  
- Water bottle  
- Snack  
- Lunch – send a hearty, non-perishable lunch with your camper each day - Keep in 

mind that the Conservancy DOES NOT provide refrigeration. We encourage 
trash-free lunches to promote environmental stewardship.  

Recycling and composting are available.  
- A backpack in which to store your campers’ items  

What to Leave at Home:  
- Anything breakable, easily lost, valuable, or sentimental  

- We have over 200 acres of property! Please don’t send your camper with 
anything that would be a harsh loss  

- All electronics (including smart watches)  
- Gum or excessive candy (a piece or two in the lunch is fine; a bag becomes a problem) - 
Animal habitats or carriers  
- Any weapons, or toys that resemble weapons, including knives or bats - 
Any overly distracting toys, or cards/ toys for the purpose of training - 
Cell phones are not permitted during camp hours  

Inclement Weather: School’s Out programs are primarily outdoors unless there is severe 
weather. On rainy and snowy days, please prepare your camper for outdoor exploration. Be 
sure to pack a rain jacket, extra shoes and clothes. If there are thunderstorms we will not be 
outside, and will have alternative indoor activities planned. On extreme heat or poor air 
quality days- campers will also spend time inside.  

Labeling: All personal items need to be labeled including backpacks, water bottles, lunches 
and clothes. The Howard County Conservancy is not responsible for any lost/stolen personal 
items. Families who have lost things are welcome to come visit during the Conservancy’s 



open hours and check our lost and found.  

Drop Off and Pick Up: Morning Drop off is open from 8:45-9:00 AM at the Gudelsky 
Environmental Education Center. We will start the camp day at 9:05. The afternoon Pick Up 
window is from 3:30-3:45pm. If there is inclement weather we will be inside the Nature 
Center.                                                                                                                                                                         
Late Pick Up: Following a 5 minute grace period, a charge of $1 per 1 minute late will be 
applied. Late fees can be paid directly to staff onsite.  

Pick Up Protection: For your child's safety, only the individual(s) designated on the 
registration form can pick up your child. The person that completed the health form is the 
only one who can add or delete individuals with pick-up authority. Please bring your ID to 
pick up.  

Waste-Free Lunches: Much of the trash we generate comes from the packaging on the food 
we buy, and lunch foods are no exception. Our waste-free lunch program favors the use of 
reusable food containers, drink containers, utensils, and napkins. We discourage the use of 
disposable packaging, such as prepackaged foods, plastic bags, juice boxes and pouches, 
paper napkins, and disposable utensils. We provide recycling and composting. For ideas for 
waste-free lunches, visit http://www.wastefreelunches.org/parents.html. Please note, the 
Conservancy does NOT provide refrigeration or utensils.  

Tick Checks: The staff will remind campers and conduct tick checks 2-3 times a day. It is 
also very important that you check your camper at home thoroughly after each camp day.  

Sunscreen: We do not provide or apply sunscreen; however, we encourage that you apply 
sunscreen before camp. If you provide sunscreen we will remind campers to reapply at 
lunchtime or after getting wet.  

Snacks: The Howard County Conservancy will not provide a snack. Please provide a morning 
snack for your camper. 


